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Preface

Each congressional election cycle unveils both noﬂmsiﬁ.mmm and n_.z.ﬁmmm in the
way congtessional campaigns are conducted. Writing this new m&p.:oﬁ of Con-
gressional Elections gave me the opportunity not only to analyze in depth the
2002 House and Senate campaigns and election outcomes burt also to assess
the far-reaching changes that have taken place in recent years. Alchough w..cmn a
few years have gone by since publication of the third edition, nommaw%_ozm_
elections and the context in which they are waged continue to evolve in ways
that are both major and minor, predictable and mﬂ:.ﬁam,_sm. It rm,m,wﬁn: my
challenge to show how these developments affect an enduring bur imperfect
election system. . .

The significance of independent, parallel, and coordinated campaigns as
important new components of competitive House and Senate n_w.nm_osm nmzs.om
be overstated. These party- and interest group-sponsored campaigns comprise
massive, broad-based efforts in clection agenda setting, television and radio
issue advocacy advertisements, direct mail and mass tefephone calls, and grass-
roots maobilization, most of which are financed with soft money. The level wm
planning and resources dedicared to these campaigns is unsurpassed by previ-
ous election cycles. . .

Another set of changes involves the increasing complexity of interest group
pasticipation. In addition to political action committees (PACs), groups have
created a veritable alphaber soup of legal entities for the purpose of carrying out
a variety of political functions designed to influence elections. ?P.OM. 501{c) @
and 501(c}{4) organizations, and 527 committees—defined by different provi-
stons of federal law—ofter different organizational advantages such as the m.m:_l

ity to contribute directly to congressional campaigns, to collect tax-deductible
donations, to claim tax-exempt status, or to raise and spend soft money.

xitt
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